Address at the Opening Ceremony of the 2nd 
International Seabuckthorn Association Conference
 Qian Zhengying
    Academician of Chinese Academy of Engineering

Honorary President of the 2nd International Seabuckthorn Association Conference 

Honorable colleagues and friends：

Good morning. First, I would like to express my congratulation to the 2nd International Seabuckthorn Association Conference held in Beijing, and to the accomplishments achieved by seabuckthorn scientists from all participating countries. It’s my pleasure to attend this meeting. On this occasion, I want to extend a wish as  “Jointly creating opportunities and sharing the harvests”.

This meeting boasts a sonorous theme, which is described as “Seabuckthorn-A multi-purpose plant, solution to Nutrition, Health and Environment”. This theme gives prominence to characteristics and functions of Seabuckthorn. 20 years ago, in order to improve soil and water conservation for Loess Plateau, Chinese government began to promote the integrated utilization of seabuckthorn resources. The multi-purpose plant was expected to not only resolve water and soil loss, but also increase income of rural farmers. Over the last 20 years, we have witnessed seabuckthorn flourishing on Chinese land. Lots of scientists were absorbed and applied it in many fields. Thus the small shrub has developed as multi-benefit plant resources and a new industry.

At the same time, I’ m pleased to see that seabuckthorn is not only blossom in China, but also be rooted in many countries in Europe, Africa, North America South America, and Asia. Close exchange and cooperation among experts of countries have been carried out in many fields like new variety breeding, fruit harvesting, nutritious food development, and medicine processing. International Seabuckthorn Coordination Committee and International Seabuckthorn Association have been established respectively in 1995 and 2001, providing an open platform for varieties of cooperation and academic exchange.

“Win-Win”model has become a hot topic and general goal of harmonious development of countries worldwide, which is also indispensable to sustainable development of global seabuckthorn resources. In order to realize this objective, I hope all parties set store by three aspects of work as followed:

First, we should strengthen bilateral and multilateral cooperation of technology and economy, take full advantages of seabuckthorn resources around the world, foster and promote new breeds, develop new products, and explore new markets.

Second, we should manage International Seabuckthorn Association with great efforts, enlarge its influence by providing new technologies and service, absorb new members, and transform it into homestead for all seabuckthorn enthusiasts.

Third, I hope Chinese experts will seek cooperation with foreign ones actively, establishing bases for cooperative research with them.

In the end, I wish again international seabuckthorn cause flourishing, and International Seabuckthorn Association Conference successful. 

Address at the Opening Ceremony of
 the 2nd International Seabuckthorn Association Conference
By E Jinping
Vice Minister, Ministry of Water Resources, P.R China

Chairman, the 2nd International Seabuckthorn Association Conference
Honorable Madam Qian Zhengying, members of ISA Board, Ladies and Gentlemen:

In the season of golden and harvest Autumn, we have the great pleasure to receive experts, scholars from 19 countries, representatives from UNDP, FAO, and envoys from relative countries in Beijing, in the host city of 2008 Olympic Games, to summarize and share new achievements, and experiences in R&D of seabuckthorn, and discuss international cooperation in technology and economy. Such a meeting reflects that the whole world is paying great attention on seabuckthorn, and participants have particular interest in R&D of this sector. On behalf of Ministry of Water resources, I would hereby express my warm congratulations to the opening of this conference, and sincere and heartfelt welcome to all friends from the world.

As we know, water and soil resources are the fundamental conditions for the living and development of human beings, and the basis of economic and social development. The whole world attaches great importance to the water and soil erosion. It is a long-term strategy of Chinese government to better water and soil conservation, protect and construct eco-environment, promote rural economy, and realize sustainable utilization of water and soil resources and sustainable protection of ecological environment. Since implementation of the policy of “opening up and reform”, governments of various levels in China have strengthened their works on water and soil conservation. On the basis of practice, an experience of “taking small watershed as a unit and with an overall planning to realize comprehensive control” had been summarized. In 1991, the Chinese People’ Congress issued the Law of Water and Soil Conservation of the People’s Republic of China, in which a series of stipulations for water and soil conservation had been laid down. From 1998 – 2000, the State Council had approved and implemented in succession the National Planning for Ecological Environment Construction，National Program for the Protection of Ecological Environment, fully and strategically deployed the ecological construction of water and soil conservation for the early years of the 21 century, and brought the ecological construction of water and soil conservation as an important component for realizing sustainable development and of the grand west development strategy in China. Through over 50 years long-term persevering hard work, China has seen tremendous accomplishments in water and soil conservation. About 1,000,000 km2 of land suffering water and soil erosion have been brought under control, 13 million hectares of terraced fields have been built, and millions of small sized water conservancy and conservation works have been constructed.  The water and soil conservation measurements have retained soil for 42.6 billion tons, helped to raise grain output to 2.5 billion tons, making the most of the ecology, economy and social society.  Many years of continuous control made to the regions located at the middle reaches of the Yellow River has reduced flow of sediments to the river by 300 million tons.
Seabuckthorn distribution area is coincidently the economic underdeveloped district in China. It is always the joint target of soil conservation with poverty alleviation. Seabuckthorn, a multi-purpose plant has provided the opportunity for rural development and environmental improvement. Therefore, 20 years ago, in the year of 1985, under the advocacy of Madam Qian Zhengying, the Chinese government took seabuckthorn as the main plant to resolve water and soil erosion in the Loess Plateau, and set up special institutions related. The central government and local governments approved to implement large-scale artificial planting projects of seabuckthorn. Up to now, the total planting areas of seabuckthorn has reached 2.2million hectares including 1.2million hectares of artificial forest and 1 million hectares of natural forest, which contributes a lot to conserving water and soil loss and improving the eco-environment. Currently, seabuckthorn is widely used in national key projects of ecological protection, i.e. integrated watershed management in the Loess Plateau, construction of “San Bei” protecting forests, desertification control around Beijing, retrieving forests from farmland, and natural forest protection etc. Every year witnesses 100 thousand hectares of seabuckthorn forest newly planted.

Through 20 years of research, experimentation and promotion, the seabuckthorn has been applied in from water and soil conservation to nutritious food and medical health products, facilitating poverty reduction for farmers in backward areas of North-western China, and development of economic society. Encouraged by the preliminary effect above, we will continuously attach great importance to the harmonious and coordinated development between rural eco-system and economy, consistently regard the seabuckthorn development as the long-term program of the government, and harmonize the relations between resource-orientated planting and utilization, scientific research and application, domestic operation and international cooperation and etc.

International cooperation is necessary for the efficient utilization of seabuchthorn resources. As a country with considerable seabuckthorn resources, China has consistently been dedicated in the international cooperation. At International Seabuckthorn Symposium held in Beijing in 1999, China and other countries all agreed to set up international seabuckthorn association which consequently came into being in 2001. Afterwards, many international experts advocate to set up the secretariat in Beijing. And Ministry of Water Resources of China has carried the following feasibility study. In the coming future, MWR of China will continuously participate and support the growth of ISA and make our own efforts to the global seabuchthorn development.
It is the 20th year since the beginning of Chinese seabuckthorn development, and also the 20 years anniversary of the foundation of China Administration Center for Seabuckthorn Development. In the past two decades, China Seabuckthorn Center has carried series of activities of organizing and coordinating, demonstrative planting and processing of seabuckthorn, variety improement, and international cooperation, which has explored a successful path for ecological protection and water and soil conservation. The international conference held today is the best gift for the 20 anniversary of Chinese seabuckthorn development.

Ladies and gentlemen! I am confident that this international conference will accelerate the international seabuckthorn, strengthen the cooperation and exchange of countries, and enable seabuckthorn to serve the whole world better. In the meantime, it will promote the eco-protection of water and soil conservation, and make new contribution to sustainable utilization of water and soil resources, sustainable protection of ecological environment.

I sincerely wish a complete success of this conference, and hope all the guests have a sound and unforgettable Chinese journey.

Thank you for your attention.
Address at the opening ceremony of 
the 2nd International Seabuckthorn Association Conference 
BY Dr. Noureddin Mona 
FAO Representative to China. 
Your Excellemcy, Madam Qian Zhengying, 

Your Excellemcy,Vice Minister Mr. E Jingping,

Mr. Chairperson,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my great pleasure to participate in this important International Seabuckthorn Association Conference. More that 180 Participants from 20 countries are meeting here in Beijing, the host city for 2008 Olympic Game to share the update success and experience of seabuckthorn. No doubt, this conference will be a milestone for the successful utilization this valuable multi-purposes of plant. 

About one billion people in more than 100 under developed countries are threatened by loss of productive lands and increasing food shortage due to scarcity of rainfall and desertification. According to the Institute of World Resources, about one billion hectares of land has been badly degraded in the past 40 years, mainly in Africa and Asia. 

Due to the typical natural, geographical, social and economic conditions, water and soil erosion tends to be very serious in China and the ecological environment becomes relatively weak which has resulted in a negative effect on the country’s economic and social development. Soil erosion leads to a big quantity of sand runoff that have silted the rivers, lakes, reservoirs and water works, greatly amplifying the difficulties of flood control and causing land degradation, decrease of productivity and affecting the people’s production, lives and living environment.
We are happy to see that in the past 20 years of research, experimentation and promotion, seabuckthorn has been applied in water and soil conservation as well as in nutritious food and medical health products development, facilitating poverty reduction for farmers in backward areas of China. The harmonious and coordinated development was achieved between rural eco-system and economy. The international exchange and cooperation on seabuckthorn have been conducted. Seabuckthorn is playing an active role in China, Mongolia, India, Pakistan and many other mountainous countries which suffer degradation and rural poverty.
World Leaders gathered at the World Food Summit in 1996 committed their countries to cutting hunger in half by the year 2015. A series of international conferences and summits during the 1990s identified other major goals and quantified targets with the same time horizon. These were brought together in the Declaration adopted by the UN Millennium Summit in September 2000 and later restated in the form of eight Millennium Development Goals. Now is the crucial moment for stepping up action if the world is to deliver on the pledges made at the Millennium Summit. The Goals, with their related time-bound targets and indicators, are designed as an agenda for action by countries with support from the international community. 

FAO is dedicated to promoting agriculture, nutrition, forestry, fisheries and rural development, and to facilitating achievement of the World Food Summit goal of eradicating hunger. The Organization is a world centre of food and agricultural information and knowledge and a forum for policy dialogue and forging agreements among nations.

FAO focuses on poverty and hunger reduction through a “twin-track” approach: improving agricultural productivity and promoting better nutritional practices at all levels; and promoting programs that enhance direct and immediate access to food by the neediest. Its programs contribute to all dimensions of food security: availability, access, stability and utilization of safe and nutritious food. 

It is the common demand of the human society to achieve the objective of the developed production, prosperous life and a sound ecological environment. It needs the joint efforts by the governments and people of all countries to improve the ecological environment and realize the sustainable development. International Seabuckthorn Association will be a nice platform. In China as well as in Mongolia, Himalayan countries and central Asia, seabuckthorn has been alive for thousands of years, but its utilization in land improvement, and commercial development has not been widely recognized. This is why we at FAO fully appreciate the importance of this conference in helping to share the global experience on seabuckthorn. I am convinced that seabuckthorn is a crucial solution to nutrition, health and environment, the central theme of this conference.

Last but not least, I wish the 2nd International Seabuckthorn Association Conference full success and all the delegates and guests to enjoy their stay in Beijing.

Thank you.

OPENING CEREMONY STATEMENT
MRS. VIDYA STOKES

Hon’ble Minister for Power Generation, Government of Himachal Pradesh, India. 

Dear Madam Qian, Vice Minister Mr. E Jingping, and Mr. Chairperson,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I feel privileged to convey the greetings of Government of Himachal Pradesh, India for the success of this important international conference on sea buckthorn. I take this opportunity to thank the organizers of International Sea buckthorn Association Conference for inviting me to attend this international meet on a very important plant specie and for giving me an honour to speak on this occasion. The hospitality extended to me and the other delegates has been excellent and I must take this opportunity to thank the organizers for the same.

India and China being two big, friendly and neighboring countries have close similarity in geographical and climatic conditions and have strong cultural relations. There has been tremendous increase in trade, joint ventures and other activities between India and China during the last few years. It is our keen interest to learn from the success stories of China and other countries and develop collaboration with them on sea buckthorn development, which is demonstrated by our country’s big presence in this international meet. 

As I understand, this year is the twentieth year of the existence of Sea buckthorn Development Programme in China. In this period of two decades, China has made tremendous progress in the field of development of various products based on this plant. I congratulate the Government of China on this occasion and wish the organization all success in future. I also extend my greetings to the International Center for Research and Training on Seabuckthorn for having completed ten eventful years of its existence. Both these organizations have contributed a great deal by way of developing various Sea buckthorn based products and creating awareness about its uses all over the world. The wonder plant of Sea buckthorn has the potential of addressing two very serious concerns of the people inhabiting the cold desert of Himalaya, which are environmental conservation and livelihood. These dry temperate and cold deserts, comprising high altitude regions of Himachal Pradesh and Ladakh in Jammu and Kashmir in India, spread in over 75,000 sq. km, are characterized by extreme climatic conditions, high rates of soil erosion and land slides, shortage of fuel wood, timber and fodder, low productivity of agricultural lands and sparse vegetation. The past efforts aimed at afforestation by planting poplar and willow trees in the region have met only mixed successes for the want of a multipurpose plant species that can simultaneously satisfy the long term environment conservation as well as the livelihood issues of the poor people inhabiting this region. 

This is the cold desert region in Himalayas, where a number of rivers are borne, which provide water for irrigation to the plains in north India. However, in recent years, this zone has experienced irregular and high rainfalls, probably due to global warming, resulting in incidents like cloud bursts, floods, and excessive soil erosion. This in turn is responsible for siltation of rivers, environmental degradation and loss to human life and property. Needless to say that it is also badly affecting power generation by hydroelectric power stations in Himachal Pradesh and the neighbouring states. 

While sea buckthorn is known for its medicinal values in Indian and Chinese system of traditional medicines since ancient times, it is only during the past decade that people in India became aware of its high economic and ecological potential. Our state Government is taking effective steps in the direction of greening the fragile mountains by large scale plantation of sea buckthorn, which besides being excellent soil binder also can be used for improving the quality of soil. I am of the opinion that sea buckthorn based production systems on marginal and fragile lands that China has taken lead in developing, serve as fine example to prove that it is possible to make marginal lands sustainably productive, using resources from indigenous biological diversity. We still need to learn a great deal from the Chinese experience on large scale afforestation of sea buckthorn to control soil erosion and siltation as has been done on the yellow River in the Loess Plateau. I am sure China will also share her experiences of utilizing sea buckthorn in upliftment of rural economy by developing sea buckthorn based industries, which would create large scale employment opportunities besides developing a cash crop for the farmers and health protection products for the general consumers of the country. 

Recent surveys have discovered huge resources of sea buckthorn in Indian Himalayas, consequently a few sea buckthorn based processing units have been established, which have begun to generate employment opportunities for rural youths and sea buckthorn is slowly emerging as an important cash crop, therefore can contribute to upliftment of rural economy in these remote areas of Himalayas. But it is only the beginning and we need to do a lot in order to exploit the available potential to the maximum possible extent.

Although, India, a late starter on sea buckthorn, our research organizations have made quite an impressive progress in development of cultivation technologies of Sea buckthorn, experimental and clinical studies, standardization of processing technologies and product development Steps are being taken to develop sea buckthorn by adopting multi-institutional and multidisciplinary approach in India. However, we welcome the joint studies with China, Russia and other countries both in sea buckthorn resource development and its commercial utilization, which will be beneficial for both sides. I also welcome investment by private companies on sea buckthorn in India, which offers a very big market, as sea buckthorn products made by Indian companies have become quite popular and liked by the people back in my country. Since we still have a lot to learn from Chinese and other countries experiences, I would therefore request the Chinese authorities to extend all possible help to us in the following fields:

· Technology transfer for developing more productive varieties of Seabuckthorn (varieties with bigger fruit size and thorn less plants). 

· Developing various consumer and health products based on seabuckthorn, which have readily available market in India. 

· Sharing the experiences of large scale plantations undertaken by China on Tibetan Plateau and other regions for environmental conservation 

I am sure that this important international event will prove to be very useful by way of deliberations on various scientific studies being conducted on sea buckthorn globally as scientists and experts from all over the world will certainly come forward with better solutions to environmental and health problems, for serving both nature and humanity. 

I would like to conclude by wishing all the success to the organizers of the conference and also to the participants on behalf of Government of HP, as well as on my personal behalf. 

Thank you very much.
